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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, September 14, 
2022, opening at 7:31 p.m. Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal 
     Absent:    None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Attorney Schultz, and Clerk Dryden 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mayor Clarke requested to add item 10E Tennis and Pickleball courts. 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to approve the City Council Agenda for September 
14, 2022, as amended. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. June 13, 2022, and August 10, 2022, Regular Meeting 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12209-12212, DD4658-4720, EFT1692-

1702, STUB174-STUB177; and A/P check #’s 51934-52027 , EFT & ACH 2696-
27405; TOTALING: $645,854.23. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police Reports for July and Aug 2022.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Phil Ross reported for the Greater West Bloomfield Cable Communications Commission, and 
shared Splash and Megacast are both Live daily at 9:30 and 10:00 a.m. providing featured stories 
and interviews. These can also be watched on demand. He spoke on the affordable connectivity 
program which he addressed last month. Residents can go to their website for more information. 
Cable subscribers with concerns or questions and contact the Cable Commissioner's Office at 
248-683-2343. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  
      
There were 16 people in the audience.  
       CC-003-22 
Ron Ogusky expressed he is again unhappy with the noise from the rentals at the Community 
Center. There was a party Friday night, and the police were called three times. He is past 
understanding why the rules are not enforced. He feels it is way out of control. The music was 
outdoors, bright lights flashing, and there were more people at the event than the building allows.  
       CE-001-22  
Brandon Becker praised Code Enforcement. He met the Enforcement Officer when he received a 
violation notice for his trash cans, which Becker took care of. It is a hard job and residents have  
been negatively talking about him. There are a lot of issues in the city that need correcting. He 
encouraged everyone to talk to City Council if they feel an ordinance issue needs to be addressed 
or something may need changing. 
       P1-003-22 
Becker shared he lives at Garland and Maplewood and drivers have been speeding a lot. He has 
called the police and they have responded. He appreciates their efforts. He is concerned for 
children and walkers. He doesn’t know if there is anything else that can be looked at. He feels 
the automated speed signs are not doing it. 
       CC-003-22 
Ron Goldman also spoke on the party at the Community Center last Friday night with their 
strobe lights and bass banging his walls. He asked why it is taking over 2 years to enforce the 
rules. He stated nobody on Council responded to his email or called him. He shared they are 
ready to get a restraining order to stop all events, not city events, but rentals. He would like to 
have a discussion with Council to fix the problem. 
 
Goldman also noted he just received a text message before tonight’s meeting from a survey 
company, Dynata. It said it was for the City of Sylvan Lake and to click here. He showed the text 
message to Dennise, and she said the city didn’t authorize or send it. So he wanted other 
residents to know this. 
 
Julie Kohr asked for an update on the creepy person knocking on doors. She would like some 
warning sent out if possible.  
 
Helen Jane Peters stated Sylvan Story #4, is September 22nd at the Community Center. Come 
learn about Kit Homes. There will be two guess speakers. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin shared the Oakland County Water Resources Commission has been working with us on 
water and sewer system information. Residents may have seen them around the city. It is going 
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well. 
   
The seawall installation is almost finished. They are looking at getting larger boulders for the 
rock portion of the wall by the beach. The rocks that are there are too small and would easily be 
pushed or pulled into the water.  
 
Absentee ballots should be available the end of September. Dennise put all of the proposals that 
are on the ballot and a list of candidates on the website. 
 
Planning Commission will be holding a public hearing to receive public comment on the draft 
Master Plan at their next meeting on October 10, which is a Monday. The regular PC meeting 
fell on a Jewish Holiday. 
 
There is a HHW shredding event scheduled for September 24 in West Bloomfield. September 27 
is meet the candidate’s night here at the Community Center. Parks and Rec have their annual 
Adult Field Day coming up in a few weeks, and the annual haunted trail in the early part of 
October. Check the city calendar to stay in touch with events. 
 
Over the next few months, the Planning Commission will be reviewing a new sign ordinance that 
will bring us into compliance with new laws. He reminded everyone that at no time can any 
private signs be placed on public property. That includes the road right of way, any park, City 
Hall, the Community Center, etc. For the purposes of private signs, we will consider them in the 
road right of way if they are closer than 12’ from the edge of the pavement. Signs will be 
collected if they are found in violation of the ordinance. Election day no signs can be posted on 
the Community Center property, or any other public property anymore. 
 
The beautification plantings along Telegraph have been completed and the fence installed. We 
received several positive comments and one negative comment from residents. There were a few 
negative comments on social media from non-residents about the fence. Hopefully, the area will 
remain clean and safe. 
 
Music, food trucks, fun, and games continued to happen throughout the City. We will be 
reviewing the community events that we had and discuss the pros and cons and decide what 
policies may need to be created or changed. That includes community center rentals. We were 
planning to do the same type of brainstorming music, noise, parking, etc. for community center 
events. He expected that the season for outdoor music was coming to an end. Little did he know 
that there would be 4 events in the past month that violated several of our community center 
policies. Sadly, 3 of the 4 were hosted by residents. 
 
Orchard Lake Road improvements have been going slow. Like many areas of construction, 
materials and labor have been an issue. They asked for permission to work on Sunday to try to 
get this project done, which was approved. This needs to be done before it gets too cold.  
 
Martin ended with a personal observation that he has discussed at conferences, workshops, and 
meetings with his peers. We have discussed that there seems to be a great amount of anger out in 
the world, not just Sylvan Lake. There is a great sense of entitlement, and it seems people don’t  
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want to, or care about, following the rules. He has witnessed this a great number of times over 
the past year. People asking what a policy, rule, or law is, and then blatantly ignoring it and 
doing what they want anyway. If they’re caught, or informed they did something wrong, they are 
very angry. It’s very odd and concerning to him. He truly hopes we all can relax a little and treat 
people with respect. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Cowper thanked residents for their public comment and thanked Helen Jane for speaking. He 
acknowledged Council is hearing the residents and Cowper agrees with Martin’s comment on 
people’s anger and not following the rules. He thanked Becker for his comment on the Code 
Enforcement. Cowper addressed the ring door person and state residents are the police and we all 
need to be that person; make the phone call to the police. He recognizes some tweaks still need 
to be made.  
 
Zubrzycki stated he did receive the letter from Ron Goldman and did respond. He also spoke 
with the Chief. He has looked into speeding issues and how to curb it. More stop signs is not the 
way to go. It only causes more speeding. More enforcement is needed. Zubrzycki shared he 
received a RV storage space this year and noticed non-residents are allowed to have a space and 
be on the wait list. He would like Council to discuss having residents only since there is a long 
wait list. Also they should discuss reconfiguring the spaces. Lastly Zubrzycki recognized all the 
brave men and women from 9-11. 
 
Salemi stated he also received Goldman’s letter and acknowledged it. He did receive another 
letter, different issue. He suggested Council discussing the letters they receive.  
 
Segal shared sylvan continues to be a very busy place. She thanked Larry Jack, Jeff Bonsall, 
Midge Davidson, Kelli Krause, and the Barbershop Quartet for their events. She reminded 
everyone to use the city’s calendar on the web home page. Segal agreed residents have been 
communicating their disappointments and happiness with the city. She encouraged this to 
continue. She invited all candidates running for City Council to attend the Pumpkin Patch. 
 
Clarke is empathetic to the comments Council receives. He did note those renters found violating 
the noise outside the Community Center do have their security deposit withheld. They do need to 
work on enforcement more. They will work on fixing the problem. He shared the non-stop 
events are great.  
 
Pete Peters asked all of Council to speak into their microphone as he has a hard time hearing, and 
he would like to hear what they have to say. 
 
Julie Kohr asked about the signs and if there is a time limit they can be out. Martin replied in our 
current ordinance there is, but it isn’t enforceable anymore due to federal regulations. 
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ACTION ITEMS     
        
a. Street Paving Agreement with Cadillac Asphalt S-006-22 CA-006-22  

 
Martin reviewed this project has been planned. He has had discussions with Cadillac Asphalt and 
our engineers, who agree with Martin’s assessment and recommendation to mill and repave 2” or 
asphalt when resurfacing our streets. It will provide a 7 to 10 years of life and greatly reduce cost 
from total reconstruction. The total cost to mill 2” of Inverness and Avondale (from Pontiac Dr 
to Garland) is approximately $200,000. That price includes rebuilding any structures in the road 
area. He added Cadillac has stated they can still do the paving this fall. 
 
Segal asked what the difference in longevity for 2” and 4” mill. Martin stated 7-10 years for 2” 
and 13-14 years for 4”.  
 
Cowper noted it is double the cost for the 4”. Martin replied, not quiet, but close. Cowper asked 
how long the guarantee is. Martin stated it would be a one-year material guarantee.  
 
Salemi confirmed this is budged already. Martin agreed it is.  
 
Zubrzycki asked what the difference is from when they did all the road last time. Martin 
explained last time they did a cold mill  in place recycling. This time they will mill 2 inches out 
and put hot asphalt back down a full 2”. They will be increasing the crown too.  
 
Clarke likes repaving more frequently. He is focused on pedestrians and keeping everyone safe. 
 
Zubrzycki asked if this lines up with the water/sewer repairs. Martin stated if WRC finds a 
problem they need to fix, they will let the city know and we will work together to help with the 
roads. Zubrzycki stated last time there was an issue with the way they did the shoulder. He is 
sure that has been reviewed this time. 
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Ron Goldman asked when the road bond retirees. Martin stated this is the last year for it. 
 
Zubrzycki noted that roads won’t be all fixed at the same time they will be staggered.  
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, and seconded Salemi, to approve the City Manager and Attorney 
prepare and execute an agreement with Cadillac Asphalt to resurface Inverness Street, and 
Avondale from Pontiac Drive to Garland at an approximate cost of $200,000. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
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b.  Winter Maintenance Agreement with RCOC CA-007-22 

         
Martin explained this is an annual agreement with the Road Commission for Oakland County. 
They pay to provide winter maintenance on the section of Pontiac Dr from our city limits to 
Orchard Lake Road. 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to approve the Winter Maintenance Agreement with 
the Road Commission for Oakland County for the 2022/23 winter season. 
 
 Yes:  Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 NO:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
c. Intergovernmental Agreement with Bloomfield Township for Assessing Services 2022-

2025      CA-008-22 T-005-22 
 
Martin stated the cost will be $27,500 for the first year, with increases each year based on the 
Inflation Rate Multiplier established by the Michigan State Tax Commission to a maximum of 
5%.  
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement for 
Assessing Services with Bloomfield Township 2022-2025. 
 
 Yes: Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 
 No: 
        MOTION CARRIED 
         
 
d. Appointments to the Zoning Board of Appeals A2-007-22 

 
Mayor Clarke appointed Brandon Becker and Brian Schulz to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a 
3-year term, ending September 30, 2025. 
 
 Moved by  Segal, seconded Salemi, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Brandon 
Becker and Brian Schulz to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a 3-year term. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
e. Tennis and Pickleball Courts Discussion PR-005-22 

 
Mayor Clarke shared a concept that has been floating, taking one tennis court, and changing it to 
4 courts for pickleball.  
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Karen Berkfield said pickleball is growing in popularity. Sylvan residents are generally using 
both tennis courts for pickleball. She noted tonight both tennis courts are being used by tennis 
players and that is unusual. Berkfield shared an incident of non-resident from Keego Harbor 
using our tennis courts. She stated is it estimated to cost $200,000 to add fresh new courts. 
 
Clarke asked how long a pickleball game last. Berkfield felt 15-20 minutes. They usually play 
for two hours at a time.  
 
Ron Goldman stated he plays pickleball in Florida and there are a lot of rules and regulations in 
Florida for getting on courts. Noise is an issue too. Courts need to be away from residential. He 
suggested the city check into this if they are considering expanding. 
 
Mary Lewis acknowledged tennis needs a safe surface to play too. She stated pickleball is a 
social game. They rotate players in and out all the time because so many want to play. The courts 
are in dire need of repair. 
 
Clarke agreed the courts need repairs. He also agrees pickleball has noise to it. They are trying to 
serve all residents. He feels it is only striping. If pickleball phases out then the court can go back 
to tennis. 
 
Zubrzycki feels they need to have a rational discussion if they want to expand. He feels it makes 
sense to change one tennis court for now. 
 
Berkfield stated she and Lewis met with Godard Asphalt and they gave them an estimate of 
$200,000 for four new courts on the other side of the basketball court. They are making a logo 
“Friends of the Courts,” five balls-bocce, tennis, pickleball, basketball and volleyball. They are 
trying to setup a 501c to help raise funds. 
 
Patrick Runk shared he and Martin have looked at an app that reserves court times and it would 
be tied to your sport tag. It may help in policing it. 
 
Mayor Clarke thanked everyone for the discussion.  
 
  
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Cowper, seconded Salemi, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 
 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

September 14, 2022 

 8 
 

                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
   


